MINUTES  
FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY—THE VILLAGES CHAPTER
Friday, February 27, 2015
Big Cypress Recreation Center, Periwinkle Room

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Steve Turnipseed at 1:30.
Present: 150 members and guests.

Old Business: 
1. Volunteer to keep Membership list:  Steve reported that Myrna Farquhar volunteered.
1. Mission, Vision and Goals: Steve reported on these for our chapter.
New Business:
1. MJ Walsh, Treasurer, reported that our chapter filed for a 501 (c), and we are now a Voluntary Non-Incorporated Organization.  She opened our bank account, and it has $178.90.  
1. Jeanie Powell, Secretary, reported on the last meeting where Karina Veaudry from the Florida Native Plant Society state office and Taryn Evans, President of the Marion County chapter spoke.  Several members present volunteered to be officers of our chapter.
1. Kathy Porter, Vice-President of Programs reported that she is busy getting quality speakers for our chapter.
1. Georgette Gerry, Vice-President of Field Trips reported on the upcoming ones.  On March 26 and April 15 carpools will go to Green Isles Nursery.  On April 21, a small group will be bused to the Ocala National Forest for a tour with Jim Buckner. 
1. Susan Turnipseed, Chapter Representative, attended a state FNPS retreat, where the other representatives voted to accept our chapter.  The Reps are busy making brochures one of which lists Central Florida’s native plants.
1. Steve announced a class series that he will be facilitating on landscaping with native plants.   It will be held on March 23, 30, and April 6.
1. Plant of the Month.  Susan reported on the golden aster, and listed the plants in bloom at this time: pennyroyal, blue-eyed grass, Tampa verbena, Carolina jessamine, Walter’s viburnum, salvia, beach sunflower, and hollies like yaupon, dahoon and East Palatka.
Speaker:
1. Steve reported on how he took his large property in The Villages, and turned it into a native plant haven.  He got a landscaper to draw a plan, got it approved from the Architectural Review Board, removed grass from next to his home and on the perimeter of his lot, added garden soil, and planted trees, shrubs, grasses, flowers and ground covers and pine straw mulch.  He also added flagstone walkways.  He changed his many of his sprinklers to drip and microspray irrigation, and saved a lot of money on watering.  He also added rain barrels and water gardens.
Raffle:  
A raffle of native plants was held, and seed packets were sold. 
Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00.
Jeanie Powell, Secretary
 



