
Stephen Turnipseed 

Spring Landscape 
Maintenance: 
Recovering from the 
Freeze 
 
Pruning 



Bypass Pruners 

ÅCurved blade makes a clean 
cut in tight spaces for pruning 
up to Ĳò 

ÅIf if takes two hands to make a 
cut, youôre using the wrong tool 

 



CLIPPERS 

ÅSimilar to Scissors ï blades are long and 
narrow 

ÅLimited strength 

ÅGenerally used for herbaceous plants, 
flowers, and fruit 



Tree Saws 

ÅCurved saw blades can be used on any size 
branch 

ÅFolding blades are safer to store and transport 

ÅCuts on pull stroke ï not push stroke 

ÅPosition the blade on the limb - pull to cut 



Loppers 

ÅSelect bypass, not anvil 

ÅUsed for İò to 2ò diameter branches 



Hedge Shears 

ÅGood for clump grasses 

ÅTouching up ground cover 

ÅShearing Hedges L 



Anvil Pruners 

ÅBlade is flat & presses onto platform which severs 
stems  

ÅWill cut small, dry, dead branches 

ÅNot recommended for pruning > Ĳò in diameter 

 



Hand Pruning is Preferable to Sheering 

Sheering: 
ÅCreates many 

cuts 
ÅMany entry 

points for 
diseases 

ÅTemptation to 
cut too much and 
to create flat 
sides/tops, 
mushrooms and 
cubes 
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 Remove 

ÅThe 3 D s:  

VDead,  

VDiseased, and  

VDamage 

ÅCrossing or Rubbing Branches 

ÅLong Awkward Limbs (shape the plant)  

 



PRUNING LARGES BRANCHES 

ÅBranches should be removed at their point of origin 

V lateral branch,  

V the main trunk or  

Vat ground level.   

 

Å Pruning cuts should be  

near a branch or bud. 

Do NOT leave a stub. 

 

ÅLarge branches ï make an 

Undercut first then finish cut 

From top 



Jim E Davis 



Jim E Davis 



Poor Pruning Practice ɀ Height reduction 

UF / IFAS Irrigation Water Conservation for High Volume Users 13 

1. Uniform height 
2. Undercut sides 

 
 
Should have: 
Å Reached down 

and Cut 
branches at 
various heights 

Å Cut at branch 
intersections 


